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To: _________________________________
From: _______________________________

Re: Epidemic Preparedness for Community Organizations Program
The Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) has developed Epidemic Preparedness for Community Organizations, which you or your colleagues may find of interest. This program initially was developed in collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and with funding from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture.
While everyone in a community can serve a role in epidemic preparedness, community organizations provide unique characteristics. These include community outreach efforts, such as counseling, ministry and aid, and facilities and resources useful in a response.
The Epidemic Preparedness for Community Organizations program enables nonprofits, places of worship and other community organizations to protect the health of their staff and the communities they serve, and to fulfill their mission before, during and after an epidemic. The program is divided into three sections:

· Section One: Reducing Illness and Death from an Epidemic: Participants will learn about epidemics and infection control measures to use in their organization to protect themselves and their community before and during an epidemic. 
 
· Section Two: Building Hope: Understanding the Potential Impact of an Epidemic and Creating a Plan: Participants will learn about the potential impact of an epidemic on their organization. They will learn to write a basic epidemic preparedness, response and recovery plan to maintain the critical functions of the organization.

· Section Three: Putting Your Community Back Together: Participants will identify the possible roles a community organization can have in rebuilding a community after an epidemic and develop a community recovery plan that meshes the needs of the community with the strengths of your organization.
The program is on the EDEN website:

1. Go to https://extensiondisaster.net/.

2. Click on the Resource Dashboard tab.

3. Search for “epidemic preparedness.”

If taught in a classroom or virtual setting, the entire program (sections 1, 2 and 3) can be delivered in three to four hours.
The materials in this program are for you to use and adapt for your local situation:
· Ready-to-use PowerPoint slide decks
· Instructor guides with background information, teaching hints and draft scripts
· Handouts
· Plan templates
· Additional resources for helpful information

Please let your colleagues know about this easily accessible program that can be led with no required training. To learn more about EDEN and other available courses, visit https://extensiondisaster.net/.
